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Hamlet – Figures of Speech Worksheet – Acts 1 and 2 
Identify each of the following quotes from Hamlet as one of the following figures of speech: 

 

A. Simile      E.   Pun 

B. Metaphor      F.   Allusion 

C. Personification     G.   Apostrophe 

D. Anachronism     H.   Foreshadowing 

 

1. “Last night of all, / When yond same star that’s westward from the pole / Had made his course to illume that part of 

heaven / Where now it burns…” 

2. “This bodes some strange eruption to our state.” 

3. “…this sweaty haste / Doth make the night joint-labourer with the day…” 

4. “…this portentous figure / Comes armed through our watch, s like the king / That was…” 

5. “A little ere the mightiest Julius fell…” 

6. “…the sheeted dead / Did squeak and gibber in the Roman streets: / As stars with trains of fire and dews of blood, / 

Disasters in the sun…” 

7. “…and the moist star, / Upon whose influence Neptune’s Empire stands, / Was sick almost to doomsday with 

eclipse…” 

8. “…And even the like precurse of fierce events, / As harbingers preceding still the fates…” 

9. “…Stay, illusion! / If thou hast any sound, or use of voice, / Speak to me!” 

10. “…it is, as the air, invulnerable.” 

11. “…it started like a guilty thing / Upon a fearful summons.” 

12. “The cock, that is the trumpet to the morn,…” 

13. “Some say, that ever ‘gainst that season comes / Wherein our Saviour’s birth is celebrated, / The bird of dawning 

singeth all night long…” 

14. “…the morn, in russet mantle clad, / Walks o’er the dew of yon high eastern hill…” 

15. “A little more than kin, and less than kind.” 

16. “I am too much i’ the sun.” 

17. “For your intent / In going back to Wittenberg, / It is most retrograde to our desire…” 

18. “How weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable / Seem to me all the uses of this world! / Fie on’t!  O fie!  ‘tis an 

unweeded garden, that grows to seed…” 

19. “So excellent a king; that was, to this, / Hyperion to a satyr…” 



20. “Frailty, thy name is woman!” 

21. “…she followed my poor father’s body, / Like Niobe, all tears…” 

22. “…no more like my father / Than I to Hercules…” 

23. “It is not, nor it cannot come to, good…” 

24. “Hamlet’s favour is a fashion, a toy in blood.” 

25. “The air bites shrewdly…” 

26. “My fate cries out,…As hardy as the Nemean lion’s nerve.” 

27. “Something is rotten in the state of Denmark.” 

28. “…each hair stands on end, / Like quills upon the fretful porcupine.” 

29. “A serpent stung me; so the whole ear of Denmark / Is by a forged process of my death / Rankly abused…” 

30. “The serpent that did sting thy father’s life / Now wears his crown.” 

31. “…it doth posset and curd, / like eager droppings into milk…” 

32. “Let not the royal bed of Denmark be / A couch for luxury and damned incest.” 

33. “…with a look so piteous in purport, / As if he had been loosed out of hell…” 

34. “That hath made him mad.” 

35. “…brevity is the soul of wit…” 

36. “…for yourself, sir, shall grow old as I am, if, like a crab you could go backward.” 

37. “Denmark’s a prison.” 

38. “…the very substance of the ambitious is merely the shadow of a dream.” 

39. “they say an old man is twice a child.” 

40. “O Jephthah, judge of Israel, what a treasure hadst thou!” 

41. “Pray God, your voice, like a piece of uncurrent gold, be not cracked within the ring.” 

42. “[Players] are the abstracts and brief chronicles of the time…” 

43. “…I am pigeon-liver’d, and lack gall / To make oppression bitter…” 

44. “Bloody, bawdy villain! / Remorseless, treacherous, lecherous, kindless villain! / O vengeance! 


