
Grade 12 IB English 
Summer Work 2015-16 School Year 

 
1. Read the novel “The Bluest Eye” by Toni 

Morrison 
a. You should HEAVILY annotate your reading so that you can remember what 

is going on and so that you do not need to read the entire book again in 

October.  I cannot stress to you how important it is to do a really good job of 

annotating the book—It will make your life SOOOOO much easier in 

September and October. 

i. Summarize sections (maybe 5 pages at a time, or when there are 

significant plot events) 

ii. Identify unknown vocabulary and define it  

iii. Highlight important sections and make notes about your thoughts 

related to:  

1. Author’s style 

2. Rhetorical devices 

a. Simile 

b. Metaphor 

c. Allusion—Historical context is important, look it up! 

d. Analogy 

e. Irony 

f. Symbol 

g. Others that are important to the work 

3. Theme 

4. Tone 

5. The human condition 

b. In the first two weeks of school, you will be assigned a critical scholarly article 

dealing with “The Bluest Eye”. 

i. You will read this article in September 

ii. You will create a presentation of no more than 20 minutes regarding 

this article 

iii. You will have some class time to work on the presentation, but you 

need to have a good understanding of the novel this summer 

c. You can get help! 

i. Google “The Bluest Eye study guide” 

ii. Google “Toni Morrison” 

iii. Google “The Bluest Eye discussion questions” 

iv. Google “The Bluest Eye summary” 

v. Google “The Bluest Eye analysis” 

vi. Check the web page for helpful hints: 

www.msciarajohnsonsclassroom.wordpress.com and look under the 

“Grade 12 IB” tab at the top of the page. 

 

  

http://www.msciarajohnsonsclassroom.wordpress.com/


2. Write “Written Task 2” 
a. Must be based on each of the four areas covered in the class 

b. Must be based on one of the six formal questions assigned by the IB  

i. How could the text be read and interpreted differently by two different 

readers? 

ii. If the text had been written in a different time or place or language or 

for a different audience, how and why might it be different? 

iii. How and why is a social group represented in a particular way? 

iv. Which social groups are marginalized, excluded or silenced within the 

text? 

v. How does the text conform to, or deviate form, the conventions of a 

particular genre, and for what purpose? 

vi. How has the text borrowed from other texts, and with what effects? 

c. Must be 800-1000 words in length 

d. Must have an outline on the designated IB form 

e. Must be a formal essay with thesis, and works cited information in MLA 

format 

 

3. Think About Your Further Oral Activity 
a. Think about what you want to create as a 20 minute class presentation for your 

Further Oral Activity.   

b. Create a 5 minute outline of your ideas 

c. Think in terms of the LANGUAGE portion of the class, not the LITERATURE 

portion of the class 

 

 

 

  


